th World Congress on Alternatives and Animal Use in the Life Sciences:
The Three Rs -Together it's possible Montréal, August 21-25, 2011 Under the motto "the three Rs -together it's possible" for the first time an animal care committee organized the World Congress on Alternatives and Animal Use in the Life Sciences. The Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC) took this chance to promote Refinement on a broad scale. But those who might have expected -or dreaded -a pure Refinement Congress, were pleasantly disappointed. All Rs were equally well represented. And Refinement simply took up the place it deserves; perhaps it really was given too little space at previous Congresses.
The first plenary talk by Daniel M. Weary (Vancouver) set clear future directions for the development of Refinement. Where especially aesthesis and pain relief as well as humane end points (or as Michael Balls would say, "less inhumane endpoints") were former emphases, Weary demanded not only the lack of pain and distress but simply a "good life" for experimental animals. Animals should be able to express all their natural behaviors, including having emotional experiences. The positive experiences must outweigh the possible negative experiences made in experiments by far. This new approach made it clear that the meaning of the motto "together it's possible" is twofold: It demands that decision-makers in politics and authorities are more involved and integrated in the development and implementation of 3R methods and it demonstrates the increased efforts towards Refinement, so better establishing this less popular third R next to Reduction and Replacement.
Almost 900 participants from 52 countries convened at the Fairmont Queen Elizabeth Hotel in the heart of Montréal. The United States were again the largest delegation (23% of all abstracts), followed, as at WC7 in Rome, by Germany and the UK. The Congress was structured into 37 scientific sessions plus 17 satellite sessions. More than 200 oral presentations were given; more than 400 posters were displayed. Again it was impossible for a single participant to take everything in. The Abstract Book can be downloaded in full from the ALTEX website 1 ; the printed version was only distributed to participants. As in Rome, the Abstract Book was sponsored by the Doerenkamp-Zbinden Foundation. The Proceedings of WC8, which is currently in production, will also be sponsored by the DZF. The close association of the DZF with ALTEX and CAAT was also demonstrated by a common stand in the exhibition area. The DZF also enabled the participation of scientists from India, Cuba and Slovenia, a subsidy policy that bears good fruit: An Indian colleague, G. G. Hammad Ahmad Shadab, Aligarh Muslim University, was awarded the Poster Prize (Outcomes of Efforts of Mahatma Gandhi-Doerenkamp Centre to replace Animal Dissection in Life Science and Biomedical Science Education).
To prevent early burn out of the Congress participants, social evenings rounded off the Congress. They showed us that our Canadian colleagues' organizational talents also extend to also great parties. The "Get Together Party" at the Bonsecours Market in Old Montréal was sponsored by CAAT to celebrate its 30 year anniversary; the Gala Dinner in the former train station Windsor Station was an opportunity to catch up with many old friends, meet new ones and also to toast new memberships in the Society ALTEX Edition.
Prizes awarded at the 66, 597, 471, 215, 193 In the last plenary session the "Montréal Declaration on the Synthesis of Evidence to Advance the 3Rs Principles in Science -A
